
Sketching Techniques with Watercolor 
Brenda Swenson, NWS, TWSA, AWA 
Please read:  The Workshop Experience  

Not a mandatory Supply List. 
Palette:  With so many options available it's hard to recommend just one. I have many 
palettes: Heritage Folding Palette, Folio by Art Tool Kit, Lintner… Bring your favorite.  

Paints: My paints are Daniel Smith Watercolors, unless noted with WN for Winsor 
Newton. I add and subtract paint colors from time to time. 

Yellows - Oranges: Hansa Yellow Medium, Raw Sienna (WN), Quinacridone Gold, 
Permanent Yellow Deep, Quinacridone Burnt Orange 
Reds: Quinacridone Coral, Quinacridone Rose,  Burnt Sienna (WN) 
Violets: Imperial Purple 
Blues: French Ultramarine, Cobalt Blue, Manganese Blue Hue, Phthalo Blue (GS) 
Greens: Green Gold, Phthalo Green (BS), Cobalt Teal Blue 
Lunar Black 
Opaques: Lavender, Buff Titanium , White Gouache (I keep these colors separate) 

Watercolor Sketchbooks:  I recommend sketchbooks with 100% cotton paper, 
archival and cold press. Hahnemühle and Etchr are very good. Use the largest 
sketchbook you are comfortable with. If you have a favorite use it. 

Drawing paper: a few pieces of inexpensive paper for warm ups (white not 
newsprint).  

Pens: I like them all: cheap disposable to pricey fountain pens. I equally like water-
soluble and water-proof ink. No black Sharpies (discolors over time). 
Below are a few suggestions: 
Waterproof: Pitt by Faber-Castell, Micron, Copic... (one is enough). 
Water-Soluble: Tombow Dual Brush tip or similiar. Ochre, burnt sienna or brown (one 
is enough). 
White: Gelly Roll, Martacolor, Posca or any brand you like (one is enough). 
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Brushes: Round: sizes 6 to 12 (I use natural and synthetic) 
Flat: Da Vinci, 5080 series, size: 20mm  
Stiff Brush: ¼” for lifting. 

Pencil & Eraser 

Miscellaneous Items: Clips, paper towels, water and container, small spray bottle. 

Photos: Bring a variety of visual material that inspires you such as vacation photos, 
sketches, travel snap shots… Bring your favorites! I’ll bring photos to share, too. 

Props:  Everyone needs to bring 6 or more objects to draw. Fun junk like old 
books, tea cup, pocket watch, ink bottle, kettle, mason jars, tools (hammers, 
pliers, wrench, screw drivers), silk fruit or flowers… 

Avoid teeny tiny props like: thimbles, thread spool, sea shell… 

  


