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C O V E R  A R TC O V E R  A R T

The painting shown on the catalog cover is our 
25th Annual Juried Exhibition

2025 First Place, Judge’s Choice Award

Morning Mike
ARTIST: JANINE HELTON

 
 

The Saint Louis Watercolor Society was formed in 1996 by a small group of 

area artists for the purpose of providing educational opportunities to artists 

who are interested in water media and to exhibit water media artwork to the 

public .  Today the society is a thriving group of talent as seen in this exhibi-

tion. Their varied interests are shown in this diverse collection that truly re-

flects citizens of the Gateway to the West, Saint Louis,  Missouri .

A B O U T  S T L W SA B O U T  S T L W S
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A B O U T  O U R  J U R O RA B O U T  O U R  J U R O R

Matthew Bird
Matthew Bird graduated with honors from the Pratt In-
stitute of Art in Brooklyn, New York in 2000. He is a signa-
ture member of numerous organizations, including the 
American Watercolor Society and the National Watercol-
or Society, where he served as Vice President.
Mr. Bird has exhibited his award-winning watercolor 
paintings in juried shows across the United States as 
well as in Canada, China, France, Greece, Hong Kong and 
Italy. For example, in 2024 his painting In Remembrance 
was awarded Best in Show at the International Exhibi-

tion sponsored by the Society of Watercolor Artists. Last year he also won the John Singer 
Sargent Award of Merit at the TWSA 48th National Exhibition. He was an invited artist and 
demonstrator at the International Watercolour Masters exhibition England in 2022. He has 
been featured in many publications devoted to excellence in watercolor painting.

JUROR’S STATEMENT
I’d like to thank the St. Louis Watercolor Society for the privilege and honor of being the 
juror for the 26th Annual Juried Exhibition. Being able to work with this amazing group has 
been a joy and pleasure.
When it comes to watercolor, I don’t believe there is a right or wrong way to use the me-
dium, and when I judge a show I look for all the “bones” of a solid painting: concept, com-
position, color, value, and drawing. Regardless of style, if there was something unique ex-
pressed or a fresh perspective, I took note. A well-rounded show is more interesting to me 
than seeing the same thing over and over, so I tried to put fourth an exhibition that show-
cases the wide range of talent working with the medium today. It is a humbling task to sit 
in judgement of my fellow artists’ work; their perspectives and talent are unique to each 
of them. No doubt another juror would award different selections, but it’s clear that all the 
paintings make this an excellent show, and all are to be congratulated. I thank everyone on 
the board, and the volunteers that work tirelessly behind the scenes. You are the unsung 
heroes that make shows like this possible!

Respectful ly,
Matthew Bird,  AWS, NWS, TWSA
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A W A R D  W I N N E R SA W A R D  W I N N E R S

STLWS’s 26th Annual Juried Exhibition award winners. Listed below are the 
award-winning paintings with juror, Matthew Bird. Images of the paintings 
appear under Our Exhibitors, arranged in alphabetical order by
artist’s last name.

L I S T  O F  A W A R D SL I S T  O F  A W A R D S

1st Place, Judge’s Choice, $400
That One, Daddy by Janine Helton

2nd Place, Award of Excellence, $300
Cape Buffalo by Chandan Mahanta

3rd Place, Award of Achievement, $200
Living in Color by Fran Kempin

Award of Recognition # 1, $100
Souvenir by Julie Glossenger

Award of Recognition # 2, $100
Dawn of a New Day by Marilynne Bradley

Award of Recognition # 3, $100
All Smiles by Margaret Schneider

Award of Recognition # 4, $100
A Breath of Spring by Florine Porter

Award of Recognition # 5, $100
In Eve’s Garden by Terry Lay

Award of Recognition #6, $100
Nest in Old Peach Basket by Steve Morris

Mary Mosblech Tribute Award, $100
Flowing by Suzanne Galli  Koenen
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Sandy Baker Memorial Award $50
Cade’s Cove Calm by Julie Bantle

Renae Baker Memorial Award, $50
Celebration by Peggy Michalski

Honorable Mention Award #1
Celebrate National Frog Day by Nora Schomogy

Honorable Mention Award #2
The Moment by Xiafang Zhang

Honorable Mention Award #3
Stained Glass Cabbage by Karen Romani

Honorable Mention Award #4
Oslo Quay by James Willmore

Honorable Mention Award #5
Molten by Annette McGarrahan

O U R  N E W  S I G N A T U R E  M E M B E R SO U R  N E W  S I G N A T U R E  M E M B E R S
Debra Beckrich

Deb Dey

Jane Maxf ield

Jan Trager

Norma Vincent 
 

A W A R D  W I N N E R SA W A R D  W I N N E R S
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Nancy Avdoian

Along the Creek

Watercolor on Yupo

$795

Julie Bantle

All Gave Some, Some Gave All

Watercolor

$650

Sandy Baker Memorial Award

Julie Bantle

Cade’s Cove Calm

Watercolor

$375

Deb Beckrich

Living the Life

Watercolor

$500

O U R  E X H I B I T O R SO U R  E X H I B I T O R S
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Jone Boland

Lost in the Woods

Watercolor

$100

James Brauer

Laclede Groves Creek

Watercolor

$400

Award of Recognition # 2

Marilynne Bradley

Dawn of a New Day

Watercolor

$1900

Marilynne Bradley

Point of Departure

Watercolor

$1900
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Maureen Brodsky

The Artist

Watercolor

$487

Pat Cantoni

Good Morning Sunshine

Watercolor

$600

Diane Carder

Deep Thought

Watercolor

$325

Patty Burmeister

Old Barn Door

Watercolor

$250
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Diane Carder

Deep Thought

Watercolor

$325

Diane Carder

Concentrating in the Kitchen

Watercolor

$300
Patty Burmeister

Old Barn Door

Watercolor

$250
Carolyn Cleveland
Rhapsody
Watercolor
$175

Michelle Davis
First Trip to the Park!
Watercolor
$650

Donna Crowley

Ever Watchful

Watercolor

$500
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Deb Dey

At the Car Wash

Watercolor

$300

Susan Eveker

America 250

Watercolor

$400

Mirka Fetté

Dream Nest

Watercolor

$250

Michelle Davis

Prairie Blazing Star, 

Liatris pycnostachya

Watercolor

$325
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Deb Dey

At the Car Wash

Watercolor

$300

Allan Gillespie

Disney Homestead Barn

Watercolor

$1200

Crystal Goldkamp

Home Sweet Home

Watercolor

$475

Award of Recognition # 1 

Julie Glossenger

Souvenir

Watercolor

$500

Chris Flesor

Ezra’s Big Tomato

Watercolor

$300

Mirka Fetté

Dream Nest

Watercolor

$250
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Kitty Harrison

Parisian Nights

Watercolor

$600

1st Place
Judge’s Choice 
Janine Helton
That One, Daddy
Watercolor
$2200

Janine Helton

Mating Ritual

Watercolor

$895

Linda J Green-Metzler

Camp Mill Pond, 

Cabin in French Town, 

St. Charles

Mixed Media

$250
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Fran Kempin

A Little Mixed Up

Watercolor

$450

3rd Place
Award of Achievement 
Fran Kempin
Living in Color
Watercolor
$375

Mary Mosblech Tribute Award
Suzanne Galli  Koenen
Flowing
Watercolor

$250

Christine Kierath

Is it Morning?

Watercolor

$600
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Award of Recognition # 5

Terry Lay

In Eve’s Garden

Watercolor

$500

Pat Long

Vivace con Fuoco 

(Dazzling with Fire)

Watercolor

$500

Barbara Liebman

The Blue Vase (on Masa Paper)

Watercolor

$275

Terry Lay

Dangerous Beauty No.5

Watercolor

$1000



Page 15STLWS 26th Annual Juried Exhibition 2026

Amy Lotes
The Colosseum
Watercolor
$300

Amy Lottes

The Waiting Dock

Watercolor

$300

2nd Place
Award of Excellence 
Chandan Mahanta
Cape Buffalo
Watercolor
$1000

Chandan Mahanta

Tree of Life 

Watercolor

$1500
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Jane Maxf ield

Karma

Watercolor

$700

Honorable Mention Award #5
Annette McGarrahan
Molten
Watercolor

$1000

Barbara McCormack

Garrett and His Kitten

Watercolor

$300

Jane Maxf ield

Stream of Consciousness

Watercolor

$700
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Jane Maxf ield

Karma

Watercolor

$700

Honorable Mention Award #5
Annette McGarrahan
Molten
Watercolor

$1000

Linda Meyer

Archway To Heaven

Watercolor

$400

Renae Baker Memorial Award

Peggy Michalski

Celebration

Watercolor

$1000

Kathy Morrison

Just Skin and Bones

Watercolor

$300

Award of Recognition #6

Steve Morris

Nest in Old Peach Basket

Watercolor

$1400
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Karen Papin

Acadia National Park

Watercolor

$325

Judith Polys

St. Louis King

Watercolor

$150

Sandra Petersmeyer

Challenge Accepted!

Watercolor

$200

Kathy Morrison

Wayne City Nightlife

Watercolor

$300
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Karen Papin

Acadia National Park

Watercolor

$325

Judith Polys

St. Louis King

Watercolor

$150

Award of Recognition # 4

Florine T Porter

A Breath of Spring

Watercolor

$250 Mary Riney
See You Next Year
Watercolor

$700

Honorable Mention Award #3 

Karen Romani

Stained Glass Cabbage

Watercolor

$475

Joyce Rothermich
Shortcut to the Market
Watercolor

$250
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Connie Schmidt

Early Glow

Watercolor

$600

Award of Recognition # 3

Margaret Schneider

All Smiles

Watercolor

$350

Honorable Mention Award #1
Nora Schomogy
Celebrate National 
Frog Day
Acrylic

$250

Connie Schmidt

March Blast

Watercolor

$500
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Honorable Mention Award #1
Nora Schomogy
Celebrate National 
Frog Day
Acrylic

$250

Nora Schomogy

Sweet Dreams

Mixed Media

$250
Jan Trager

Cedar Hill  Park Mill

Watercolor

$200

Pat Turpin

The Senator

Watercolor

$300

Norma Vincent

Dancing to the Music

Watercolor

$750
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James Willmore

Oslo Fjord Control

Watercolor on Paper

$500

Honorable Mention Award #4

James Willmore

Oslo Quay

Watercolor on Paper

$500

Honorable Mention Award #2

Xiafang Zhang

The Moment

Watercolor

$800

Lee Walter

Grab a Drink?

Watercolor

$550
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O U R  G R A T I T U D E SO U R  G R A T I T U D E S

James Willmore

Oslo Fjord Control

Watercolor on Paper

$500

O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  S T LW S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  w e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e x t e n d  a  h e a r t f e l t 
“ T h a n k  Yo u ”  t o  e v e r y o n e  w h o  e n t e r e d  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n ,  a n d  o u r  v o l u n t e e r s  w h o  w o r k e d 
s o  h a r d  t o  m a k e  t h i s  e x h i b i t  a  h u g e  s u c c e s s :  J i m  W i l l m o r e  a n d  M i r k a  Fe t té ,  o u r  E x-
h i b i t s  Co - C h a i r s ,  w h o  p l a n n e d  t h e  e v e n t ,  c o n t r a c t e d  t h e  g a l l e r y ,  a n d  c o o r d i n a t e d 
t h e  e x h i b i t i o n ,  r e c e i v i n g  a n d  r e t r i e v a l  a t  N o r t o n ’ s  F i n e  A r t  a n d  F r a m i n g  G a l l e r y .

We  t h a n k  J o n e  B o l a n d  a n d  h e r  v o l u n t e e r s  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  r e f r e s h m e n t s  a t  t h e 

o p e n i n g  r e c e p t i o n  a n d  f o r  t h e  p o s t  r e c e p t i o n  c l e a n  u p .

We  t h a n k  J a n e  H o g g ,  o u r  S e c r e t a r y / Co m m u n i c a t i o n s  C h a i r ,  w h o  w o r k e d  t i r e l e s s l y  t o 
m a k e  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  o u r  o n l i n e  e x h i b i t i o n  w o r k :  f o r  c r e a t i n g  o u r  o n l i n e  e n t r y  f o r m , 
o u r  t i t l e  c a r d s  w i t h  J u l i e  B a n t l e ’ s  h e l p  i n  p r i n t i n g  t h e m ,  o u r  a w a r d  c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  o u r 
n e w  S i g n a t u r e  M e m b e r  c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  a n d  f o r  p r o m o t i n g  o u r  b e a u t i f u l  c a t a l o g  c r e a t e d 
f o r  t h i s  e x h i b i t i o n ,  a l o n g  w i t h  D e b  D e y ,  M i r k a  Fe t té .  a n d  J i m  W i l l m o r e .

We  t h a n k  M i r k a  Fe t té ,  o u r  t e m p o r a r y  P u b l i c i t y  C h a i r ,  f o r  h e r  w o r k  i n  a d v e r t i s i n g  t h e
e x h i b i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  g r a p h i c  d e s i g n  o f  t h e  p o s t c a r d s ,  e - c a r d s ,  a n d  p o s t e r ; 
K i r k  M c A l l i s te r ,  o u r  Wo r k s h o p s  Co - C h a i r  f o r  o r g a n i z i n g  o u r  t h i r d  s u c c e s s f u l  f o r a y 
i n t o  a d v e r t i s i n g  o n  r a d i o ;  a n d  B r i d g e t  M c K a y  f o r  c r e a t i n g  o u r  c a t a l o g  f o r  t h e  2 6 t h 
A n n u a l  J u r i e d  E x h i b i t i o n .

We  t h a n k  D e b  D e y ,  o u r  Pr e s i d e n t ,  J u l i e  B a n t l e ,  C h r i s  P o l e t te ,  F r a n  Ke m p i n ,  B a r b a r a
L i e b m a n ,  L e e  Wa l te r s ,  M i r k a  Fe t té ,  a n d  J i m  W i l l m o r e  f o r  a l l  t h e i r  w o r k  p u t t i n g  t h i s
e x h i b i t  t o g e t h e r  a t  t h e  g a l l e r y ;  M i r k a  Fe t té ,  J u l i e  B a n t l e ,  a n d  J i m  W i l l m o r e  f o r  o r -
g a n i z i n g  o u r  a w a r d s ’  r i b b o n s ,  a n d  C a r o l y n  C l e v e l a n d  f o r  m a k i n g  p h o n e  c a l l s  t o  t h e 

a w a r d  w i n n e r s .

We  t h a n k  M a r y ,  Ty  a n d  D o u g  N o r to n ,  o f  N o r t o n ’ s  F i n e  A r t  a n d  F r a m i n g ,  f o r  p r o v i d i n g 

t h e i r  g a l l e r y  s p a c e  f o r  o u r  e x h i b i t i o n .

T h i s  y e a r ’ s  c a t a l o g  c o v e r  d e s i g n  f e a t u r e s  o u r  t o p  a w a r d  w i n n e r ’ s  p a i n t i n g s  f r o m  o u r 
2 0 2 5  2 5 t h  A n n u a l  J u r i e d  E x h i b i t i o n ,  J a n i n e  H e l to n .  We  t h a n k  J a n i n e  f o r  a l l o w i n g  u s 
t o  h a v e  h e r  w o n d e r f u l  p a i n t i n g  o n  t h i s  c a t a l o g  c o v e r .

We  w o u l d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  o u r  j u r o r ,  M a t t h e w  B i r d ,  f o r  u s i n g  h i s  e x t e n s i v e  k n o w l -
e d g e  a n d  m a s t e r f u l  a r t  t r a i n i n g  t o  s e l e c t  t h e  p a i n t i n g s  t o  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  e x h i -
b i t i o n  a n d  f o r  a w a r d s .  S e l e c t i n g  s u b m i t t e d  p a i n t i n g s  t o  j u r y  i n t o  a n  e x h i b i t  i s  a  d i f -
f i c u l t  t a s k ,  a n d  t h e  t a s k  o f  c h o o s i n g  j u s t  a  f e w  o f  t h e  e n t r i e s  t o  r e c e i v e  a w a r d s  i s  a 
d a u n t i n g  o n e  a m o n g s t  s o  m a n y  t a l e n t e d  a r t i s t s .

A n d  f i n a l l y ,  w e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  N i n a  B a d g e r  o f  R i v e r  C i t y  L i t h o ,  w h o  h a s  s k i l l f u l l y 
t o o k  o n  t h e  j o b  o f  p r i n t i n g  t h e  c a t a l o g  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  i t e m s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r s 
f o r  t h e  S T LW S .  N i n a ’ s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  d e t a i l  a n d  “ g o e s  t h e  e x t r a  m i l e ”  s e r v i c e  c a n n o t  b e 

b e a t e n .
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