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STLWS’s 26th Annual Juried Exhibition

Our 26th Annual Juried Exhibition is under way at Nor-
ton’s Fine Art & Framing, 2026 S Big Bend Blvd., St. Louis,
MO 63117, April 25 - May 16, 2026.

Judging for awards by our juror, Matthew Bird, took place
and was announced at the opening reception/awards cere-
mony on April 25th. The list of award winners follows:

1st Place, Judge’s Choice, $400 — Janine Helton
for That One, Daddy

2nd Place, Award of Excellence, $300 — Chandan Mahanta
for Cape Buffalo

3rd Place, Award of Achievement, $200 — Fran Kempin
for Living in Color

Award of Recognition # 1, $100 — Julie Glossenger
for Souvenir

Award of Recognition # 2, $100 — Marilynne Bradley
for Dawn of a New Day

Award of Recognition # 3, $100 — Margaret Schneider
for All Smiles

Award of Recognition # 4, $100 — Florine Porter
for A Breath of Spring

Award of Recognition # 5, $100 — Terry Lay
for In Eve’s Garden

Award of Recognition # 6, $100 — Steve Morris
for Nest in Old Peach Basket

Mary Mosblech Tribute Award, $100 — Suzanne Galli
Koenen for Flowing

Sandy Baker Memorial Award $50 — Julie Bantle
for Cade’s Cove Calm

Renae Baker Memorial Award, $50 — Peggy Michalski
for Celebration

Honorable Mention #1 — Nora Schomogy
for Celebrate National Frog Day

Honorable Mention #2 — Xiafang Zhang
for The Moment

Honorable Mention #3 — Karen Romani
for Stained Glass Cabbage

Honorable Mention #4 — James Willmore
for Oslo Quay

Honorable Mention #5 — Annette McGarrahan
for Molten

We also acknowledged our new Signature Members at the
opening:

Debra Beckrich, Deb Dey, Jane Maxfield, Jan Trager, and
Norma Vincent.

The exhibition runs from April 25 - May 16. Retrieval of
artwork in the exhibition will be from May 19 - 23, from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at Norton’s Fine Art & Framing. Mem-
bers who ordered exhibition catalogs will be able to pick
their catalog up at retrieval.

Elzara Yusufova Demonstration
Feb 18, 2026

Elzara is a contemporary impression-
ist artist working with oil and water-
color. She graduated from the Facul-
=——— ty of Architecture at the University
of Crimea, Ukraine. Then she spent
three years studying plein air paint-
' ing with impressionist artists from
Eastern Europe before moving to
the United States. Elzara previously ran her own art studio
in Crimea and now works from her studio in St. Louis in
the Clayton-DeMun area. She creates atmospheric land-
scapes and focuses on mood, light, and expressive color
rather than copying photographs. Her work often uses
limited palettes and slightly exaggerated color to bring

(Continued on page 2)
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more emotion and a personal artistic voice
into the landscape. Her paintings can be
seen in both local and national exhibitions
and art fairs.

At our February membership meeting Elzara
Yusufova demonstrated a landscape of tow-
ered buildings on a waterfront with a gon-
dolier. Here was her reference photograph
with which she focused on in her demonstra-
tion.

Focus of the
Demonstration

+ Understanding
monumental
architecture as a
strong silhouette

* Creating depth
through foreground,
middle ground,
background

* Showing distance
using value contrast
(lighter vs darker)

¢ Using atmosphere to -
separate space
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Depth
What We Practice

« Darkest accent in the
foreground (gondolier)

« Softer, lighter values in the
distance

« Warm light in the sky vs
cooler architecture

« Controlled edges: soft for
background, sharper for
focal point

« Simplifying details into
large, confident shapes

Elzara used atmospheric perspective by sim-
plifying shapes and eliminating details, focus-
ing on the soft shapes in the background,
allowing the farthest domes to blend into
the sky, with more defined shapes in the mid
-range, and the darkest shapes in the fore-
ground. The gondolier has the darkest value
as the focal point.

The composition was drawn freehand with
pencil on paper taped to a board. With the
board slightly tilted Elzara wet the sky area
with water using a mop brush, avoiding the
domes. She started with a light wash of
Cadmium Yellow for the top of the sky,
darkening the color as she moved down,
adding more pigment to the brush and pull-
ing the bead of paint down as she went. She
was careful to work both sides of the sky
while the paper was wet. Some orange was
added to the pigment at the bottom of the
left side of the sky and pulled up into the

yellow to soften. She added some of the
yellow to the openings in steeples on the top
of the domes while the paper was still wet.

When the sky area was almost dry, Elzara
wet the edges of the domes and windows.
When switching to her cool colors she used
fresh water so as not to contaminate the
paint. The domes were painted in a mixture
of Payne’s Grey, purple, and blue with the
right side of the domes in a lighter value
than the left side, and a darker value at the
base of the domes. She added a little Quina-
cridone Magenta to the right side of the
domes to reflect the sky color. She started
on the side of the closest dome and sof-
tened edges as she painted, using the tip of
her brush in a back-and-forth motion. She
dropped color in at the top of the dome and
drug it down with more water in the brush,
making the base of the dome darker by add-
ing pigment to the bottom and dragging it
up into the lighter value to soften. She out-
lined the rooflines while the paper was wet
so the paint would blend and dropped a
darker value of the color in the windows
and ridges of the domes. The farthest domes
were painted with a lighter value so they
recede and blend into the sky.

The buildings were painted with a darker
value of the dome colors, avoiding the win-
dows. The windows in the buildings were
filled using the sky color (windows reflect
the sky). It is important to make the win-
dows varied in size and values when color is
added to them, with some dark color added
to the top of the windows. The rooftops
were painted in a soft red/orange mixture.
The water was painted with horizontal brush
strokes, using a light wash of blue and purple
with added shadows of the reflected build-
ings, and some sky reflections using a bright-
er mix of the sky color with some added red.
She darkened the value of the water on the
right side. Horizontal lines were added to
the water with a smaller brush.

Later when the paper dries, Elzara said she
will go back over the buildings in mid-range
so they stand out from the farthest buildings.
Elzara used a small brush for detail in the
sky, windows, and water. The gondolier was
painted with a mixture of Payne’s Grey,
brown, and purple. A little sky color was
added to the inside of the gondola (to reflect
the sky).

(Continued on page 3)
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Elzara prefers a mop brush with a full belly
of water, using just the tip. For darker values
she uses more pigment in the brush and ap-
plies the paint with the side of the brush.
Note: the eye of the viewer always enters a
painting searching for movement, entering
the painting from the left and traveling to
the right while observing detail and struc-
ture. A good composition keeps the eye
moving and holds the viewer’s interest.

Here was Elzara’s demonstration at the close
of the meeting.

We left with a better understanding of how
to transform a photograph into an impres-
sionistic painting that invites the eye to lin-
ger. We thank Elvara for sharing her
knowledge and technique and accomplishing
so much with her demo.

Scholastic Art Awards Event

This year was the first year the STLWS partic-
ipated in funding scholarships to budding
young artists. We partnered with the Alli-
ance of Young Writers and Artists to cele-
brate eight of their local high school water
media painting winners with a reception and
small scholarship ($50-$200) from the
STLWS. After receiving their entries, we
made our winning selections and celebrated
the winners with their parents and teachers
at a reception on Sunday, Mar. 15th, 2 -
3:30 p.m. at Grant’s View Library, 9700 Mu-
sick Ave., St. Louis, MO.

Here are our award winners:

Qur Daily Puzzle by Michelle Chen
(Acrylic) 24” x 18" Awarded GOLD $200

The Harmony Within by Claire Xiao
(Acrylic) 20™ X 24" Awarded GOLD $200

e ()

Succession by Qixi Huang
(Acrylic) 18” X 24” Awarded SILVER $100

Pale Horse by Katelyn Skiles
(Watercolor) 117 X 13”Awarded SILVER $100

Serenity by Lilyonna Andrus-Hinrichs
(Acrylic) 16” x20™ Awarded SILVER $100

(Continued on page 4)
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LOOK WHO’S
JOINED THE
CREW

Lisa Williams

Patricia Burmeister
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Deadline for the
next issue is
Jul. 15, 2026

Please send your articles,
kudos, and ads to
Jane Hogg

To place an
advertisement in
The Cold Press Paper,

contact Jane Hogg

57X 6" $75
57 X 3” $45
21" X3 $25
15" X 16" $15

The editor reserves the
right to limit the number,
size, and content of
advertising.

Copyright ©2026
by the Saint Louis
Watercolor Society.
The publishers reserve
the right to limit the
number, size, and
content of advertising.

1¢t Place Dave Anderson for his painting of

Continued 3
(Continued from page 3) Clementine’s in Kirkwood ($50).

Kerosene Dreams by Tieraney Ford-May
(Gouache) 9" X 12" Awarded BRONZE $50 v

2nd Place — Julie Bantle for her painting of

a Blue Bird ($30).
The White Flower by Eva Davis

(Acrylic, Mixed-Media) 24" X 84”
Awarded BRONZE $50

3rd Place — Lee Walter for her painting of
a Cat ($25).

Ocean Wanderer by Megan Schoenher
(Watercolor)5” X 7" Awarded BRONZE $50

Award for the Mini Painting ($20 and a
Palette Pin)
Chris Kierath for her painting of Cardi

STLWS Small Painting Contest
March 18, 2026

At our March membership meeting we held
a contest for our members to submit small
matted original paintings executed in water
media no larger than 12” on either side,
with a special category for “Mini Paintings,”
no larger than 6” x 6” including mat.

We had a wonderful turnout with so many
lovely paintings. Each member was given a
ballot to use to vote on their top three
choices for awards. Here are the results of
the voting:

We thank all our members who participated in
this event by sharing their artwork which made
for an exciting evening.



Gail Crosson Demo

Apr. 15, 2026
by Carol Carvallo

Gail Crosson has al-
ways had an interest in
Vi art - drawing cartoons
in grade school then
" becoming interested in
~ design in High School
. leading to the pursuit
of Advertising Design
in college. But her life
@~ journey took her to a
road less traveled. She left college to join
the Peace Corps where she delivered babies,
immunize kids in schools and ultimately,
ended up working with ceramic artisans in a
tiny town in Northwest Brazil. Her interest
in the simplicity and uninhibited creativity
of folk art developed at this time and it is a
favorite today.

Gail returned to the States and college to
earn a BS degree in K-12 Art Education. She
taught various age groups but spent most of
her career teaching K-6 at Rossman School.
Regarding style Gail says, “my cut paper
work started taking shape as a result of the
paper projects | did with children over the
years. | found cutting, weaving and piecing
watercolor paper together to be the answer
to my interest in texture and shapes.”

The demonstration Gail shared was a step
wise approach to planning and creating
unique three-dimensional watercolor art
pieces. They are formed from selecting, cut-
ting, assembling and weaving pieces of wa-
tercolor paintings.

Gail walked us through her process begin-
ning with examples of subjects to create
such as flowers, faces, animals, fish, insects,
landscapes... As an example, she selected
pieces to form a woman’s face starting with
the eyes, brows, nose and hair, all the parts
to form a face. She showed how to form
the individual facial parts to create a 3D
piece of art. She demonstrated how to posi-
tion the parts to give the face life and its
attitude. She discussed tips on coordinating
colors and their placement to pull the piece
together.

The process: Gail selects from her drawer of
“old watercolor paintings” for colors that
go together. She works patiently cutting

them into the beginning shapes for her pro-
ject moving them around the page until the
image begins to form. Using Elmers glue,
she starts to secure them, she builds the
parts. For a face it would be eyes, eye-
brows, a crafted nose, lips, hair... she then
lets the glue dry before further assembly.
She continues to play with the facial pieces
like a “Mr. Potato Head” then finally gluing
them all in place. She demonstrated how to
cut the hair and the fun positions they can
be placed in! Gail shared ideas creating ac-
cessories such as eyeglasses, hats, earrings,
necklaces, bows... more 3D fun.

Gail concluded the demonstration with a
slide show of her art and a display of her
matted/framed pieces to view first-hand the
intricate cutting and weaving of her water-
color collage paintings.
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Classes Offered
by Members

Daven Anderson
Marilynne Bradley
Maureen Brodsky

Alicia Farris
Mirka Fetté
Jan Foulk
Carla Baron Giller
Janine Helton
Suzanne Galli-Koenen

Maggie McCarthy

Jean McMullen
Nancy Muschany
Shirley Nachtrieb
Mary Dee Schmidt

Judy Seyfert
Linda Wilmes

® o)

STLWS PLEIN AIR
EVENTS

Watch for emails an-
nouncing the dates,
times and places for
our plein air events.
And then refer to the
website  calendar
where they will also be
posted. Norma Vincent
will be hosting them.

NS/



https://www.davenanderson.com/classes.html
https://www.marilynnebradley.com/classes
https://www.asba-art.org/teacher-directory/maureen-brodsky
https://www.afarris.com/events
https://www.stlouisartistsguild.org/mirka-fette
file:///E:/My%20Files/St.%20Louis%20Watercolor%20Society/janfoulk.wix.com/artist
https://www.janheltonartworks.com/workshops
https://www.maggiemccarthy.com/My-Bio
https://jmcmullenart.com/
https://www.alignable.com/saint-louis-mo/nanzart-com
https://shirleynachtrieb.com/workshops-classes/
http://www.judyseyfert.com/events
https://lindawilmes.com/events/
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Show Your
Artwork

Norton’s Fine Art and
Framing has offered the
STLWS members  exhi-
bition space on a rotating
basis. We are currently
featuring up to four artists,
allowing each up to four
framed pieces and 8 pieces
for the bin art sales. All
sales will be handled by
the gallery and be subject
to a commission.

Watch for updates which
will be sent out to
members via email. If you
have any questions, please
contact Dana Rothberg.

If interested you can find
the information and entry
forms on the STLWS
website. Open the Exhibits
tab.

We will resume the venue
after the 26th Annual
Juried Exhibition closes.
Watch for an email
inviting you to enter the
next rotating art
exhibition.

"

STLWS 2026 WORKSHOPS

lain Stewart
Oct 27 - 30, 2026 (4 days)
Members $495, Non-Members $550
lain will be the judge for our 2026
Big Splash Exhibition Awards

Additional workshop details and links to our
registration form are posted on our website,
stlws.org/workshops.  Mail your form with
your $100 deposit or pay online and email
your form to workshopsOl@stlws.org to hold
your place.

Around Our Town Kudos

Marilynne Bradley's painting /nterior of
Mystique , Alicia Farris's painting Directional
Conundrum, Janine Helton's painting Pup-
py Love 4, and Rebecca Krutsinger’s paint-
ing Opal’s Corner were selected for inclu-
sion in The Watercolor Art Society -
Houston's 49th International Watermedia
Exhibition (IWE), by juror Don Andrews,
which showed from March 3 to 29, 2026,
in their gallery at 1601 West Alabama, Hou-
ston, TX.

Janine Helton’s painting Pensive has been
selected as an Honorable Mention winner
and Alicia Farris’s painting Distractions has
been selected as a Finalist winner by the
special awards juror, Chris Krupinski, in the
Splash 27: The Best of Watercolor art com-
petition. Watch for artwork from the exhi-
bition which will be published in a special
issue of Artists Magazine, scheduled to hit
newsstands in July 2026.

Alicia Farris did a demo for Art School Live
with Eric Rhoads on Friday, February 13th
at 11:00 CST. The video will be available
on YouTube afterward for quite some

time. Here is the link to Art School Live
with Eric Rhoads: https://

www.youtube.com/@artschoollive.

Janine Helton’s painting that She Wears It
Well was selected for inclusion in the 2026
Transparent Watercolor Society of America
50th Annual Exhibition by Jurors Carrie

Waller and Stewart White. The exhibition
opens on May 2 at the Kenosha Public Mu-
seum, 5500 1st Avenue, Kenosha WI. Ja-
nine’s painting Meet and Greet was accept-
ed into the 2026 National Watercolor Soci-
ety Member Online Exhibition by Juror
Kathleen Giles. And Janine’s painting Ten
Little Piggies was selected for inclusion in
Watercolor USA 2026 at the George A. Spi-
va Center for the Arts by Juror Carol
Carter. The exhibition will be showing from
May 30 to July 25. Janine’s painting Fear-
less was selected as part of FAV15% (jury's
favorite 15% of the entries) in the February
2026 BoldBrush Painting Competition! Ja-
nine’s painting Sleepyhead was selected for
inclusion in the Northwest Watercolor Soci-
ety's 2026 Annual Waterworks Membership
Exhibition by Juror Michael Solovyev. Ja-
nine received notification from the Trans-
parent Watercolor Society of America that
she was selected as this year’s Carole Christi-
ansen Memorial Award recipient for her
painting She Wears It Well.

Janet Doll's painting Waterlilies and Janine
Helton's painting Fearless were selected for
inclusion in the 2026 lllinois Watercolor
Society 42nd National Exhibition by Juror,
Kris Parins, AWS, NWS, TWSA. The exhibi-
tion will run from May 1 to May 20, 2026,
at The Next Picture Show, A Fine Arts Cen-
ter, 113 W. First St., Dixon, IL.

Lee Walter’s painting The Feeling Was Mu-
tual was selected for inclusion in Watercolor
USA 2026 at the George A. Spiva Center
for the Arts by Juror Carol Carter. The exhi-
bition will be showing from May 30 to July
25.

Marilynne Bradley's painting Under the L,
Janine Helton's painting Sun-Kissed, and
Rebecca Krutsinger's painting Joyful Hope
were selected by juror Ken Call to be in-
cluded in the Society of Watercolor Artists
2026 International Juried Exhibition, on
display from May 6 to May 30, 2026, at
the House of Neville Gallery, 2409 Neville
St., Fort Worth, TX.

Our Congratulations to You All!


https://watercolorhouston.org
https://watercolorhouston.org
https://www.afarris.com/
https://www.youtube.com/@artschoollive
https://www.youtube.com/@artschoollive
https://link.faso.com/c/443/03b97467cc2cb2dc5c1d459663f47085793006c13a933e7d273934d26c8640e0
https://link.faso.com/c/443/03b97467cc2cb2dc5c1d459663f47085793006c13a933e7d273934d26c8640e0
https://www.watercolors.org/
https://www.watercolors.org/
https://illinoiswatercolorsociety.org/
https://illinoiswatercolorsociety.org/
https://spivaarts.org/annual-exhibits/watercolor-usa-2026/
https://spivaarts.org/annual-exhibits/watercolor-usa-2026/

Saint Louis Watercolor
Society Membership

The Saint Louis Watercolor Society member-
ship is open to all persons over the age of
17 interested in water media on paper. No
initiation fee is required for membership.

Annual dues are from July 1st of the current
year through June 30th of the next year.
Dues are $35, payable on July 1, and there
is no prorating of dues. Download a mem-
bership application from our website for
mailing, or join online and pay your dues
with PayPal.

Please direct membership questions to Sandra
Petersmeyer our Membership Chair.

STLWS Member Benefits:

Monthly Membership Meetings with Guest
Artists’ Programs.

Receipt of E-blasts with important news,
and our Quarterly Newsletters.
Eligibility to become a Signature Member.

Invitations to our Exhibitions with Discount-
ed Entry Fees for our Annual Juried Exhibi-
tion.

Inclusion in our Annual Membership Direc-
tory and Access to a Monthly Updated Digi-
tal Version of the Directory on Our Website
(password protected).

Priority to our Workshops with Discounted
Fees.

Invitations to our Spring and Fall Retreats,
Studio Painting Sessions, and annual Holi-
day Party.

Posting of your Announcements, Classes
Offered, and Link to your Website on our
Website.

Access to our members only Facebook page
to view and post your news.

Opportunities to Volunteer to serve on our
Board and at Events.

Voting privileges.

STLWS Board Election Ballot

It is time for our members to cast their
votes for our 2026-2027 Board of Direc-
tors. The following Board positions are up
for election:

Chris Polette, Exhibits Co-Chair
Sandra Petersmeyer, Membership

Deb Dey, President

Open Position for Publicity

Jane Hogg, Secretary/Communications
Connie Schmidt, Workshops Co-Chair

Thank you for taking the time to vote for
our Board of Directors. Their service is vital
to this society.

Click this link to open the online voting
ballot.

STLWS 2026-2027
Membership Dues

It is time to pay our 2026-2027 STLWS
Membership dues. Our annual dues will
remain $35. You may pay by mailing in
the 2026-2027 Dues Invoice or online with
PayPal using the STLWS SHOP tab on our
website, www.stlws.org.

Click this link to open the Mail in Dues Invoice

Dues payment received after August 1, 2026
will result in a lapse of membership and will
exclude you from: being eligible to partici-
pate in Big Splash 2026 and being included
in the online 2026/2027 Membership Di-
rectory. Only members who pay their dues
by July 1 will be included in the advance
registration announcement mailing for the
2027 Workshops.

NOTE: A lapse in membership terminates
your Signature status and any credits earned
toward it.

The new password to access the website
Membership Directory will be given to all
2026/2027 paid members in their welcome
letter.
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With Our Gratitude

We would like to ex-
press our sincere appreci-
ation to these corporate
sponsors who contribut-
ed awards to our 28th
Annual Membership
Awards Exhibition, Big
Splash 2025. Please cre-
ate beautiful art with
their products.

Art Spectrum
Blick

Note: show your membership
card at Blick and receive a 10%
discount.

Daniel Smith
Golden Artist Colors
Grafica
Holbein
M. Graham & Co.
Jack Richeson & Co., Inc.
Winsor & Newton
Saint Louis Art Museum

Seeking Volunteer to
Serve on the STLWS
Board as Publicity
Chair

We are seeking a member to
volunteer to handle the re-
sponsibilities of the Publicity
Chair which are:

To promote, inform, and
advance the watercolor
society within the commu-
nity.

Responsible  for  posting
press releases with the vari-
ous advertising media on
upcoming exhibitions.
Responsible for soliciting
corporate prize donations
for the STLWS Annual
Membership Awards Exhi-
bition - Big Splash, packag-
ing them for distribution at
the awards ceremony, and
sending the sponsors thank
you letters with an exhibi-
tion catalog.

Responsible for managing
all STLWS social media plat-
forms (Facebook and
Instagram).


https://forms.gle/3mggxgrmKbxgbqZ46
https://forms.gle/3mggxgrmKbxgbqZ46
http://stlws.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/SLWS-Dues-Invoice-2026-2027.pdf
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DATES & TIMES 2026

May 16, 6 p.m. — the STLWS 2026 Annual Juried
Exhibition closes at Norton’s Fine Art & Framing gallery.

May 19 to May 23, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. — retrieval of
artwork in the STLWS 2026 Annual Juried Exhibition at
Norton’s Fine Art & Framing gallery, 2025 S Big Bend
Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63117.

May 20, 7 - 9 p.m. - membership meeting; Karen Romani
will demonstrate striking botanicals.

May 28, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. - STLWS Spring Retreat at Shaw
Nature Reserve in the Fruend Center (the Old Hunting
Lodge). Watch for email with details and a product under
the STLWS SHOP tab to purchase a ticket to attend.

June 10 - Annual Members’ Picnic - let’s celebrate 30
years! plein air painting, picnicking and celebrating to
follow. We will be at Tilles Park at the Windegger
Pavilion, overlooking the pond. Food, dessert and
beverages provided.

July 15, 7 - 9 p.m. - membership meeting with Amy
Jamison who will will be demonstrating her “Farm to
Art” style - capturing product to look delicious and alive.

Aug. 19, 7 p.m. - our meet and greet at Llewellyn’s Pub in
Webster Groves. More details to come.

Oct. 21, 7 - 9 p.m. - membership meeting with a second
30th anniversary celebration tied to Founders’ Day 30th
anniversary.

Oct. 27 - 30, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., lain Stewart Workshop,
Painting Land, Sea and Sky, at the First Congregational
Church of Webster Groves, 10 W Lockwood Ave.,
Webster Groves, MO.

Nov. 18, 7 - 9 p.m. - membership meeting; guest artist to
be announced.

Dec. - STLWS Holiday Party. Watch for more details.

Our meetings are held at the First Congregational Church of
Webster Groves on the corner of Lockwood and EIm from
7:00-9:00 pm on the 3rd Wednesday of the month in the
Kishlar Room, on the 2nd floor of the building, monthly
(except Dec).

The building is equipped with an elevator.
Parking is available in the front lot off S. Elm Ave.

In case of inclement weather conditions, please check your
email for our notice of cancellations
of any meetings or activities.



https://stlouiscountymo.gov/st-louis-county-departments/parks/find-a-park/tilles-park/

