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COVER ART

The painting shown on the catalog cover is our
24th Annual Juried Exhibition 2024 First Place, Judge’s Choice Award.
THE CONCLAVE
ARTIST: CHANDAN MAHANTA



ABOUT THE STLWS

The Saint Louis Watercolor Society was formed in 1996 by a small group of area artists for the purpose of
providing educational opportunities to artists who are interested in water media and to exhibit water
media artwork to the public. Today the society is a thriving group of talent as seen in this exhibition. Their
varied interests are shown in this diverse collection that truly reflects citizens of the Gateway to the West,
Saint Louis, Missouri.

ABOUT OUR JUROR

P Brienne M. Brown

Much to her mother’s indignation, Brienne owned little clothing that
was not covered in paint. From a very young age, Brienne showed
talent in art and music but wanted to pursue a career in the sciences.
However, after graduating with a master’s degree in chemistry, she soon
found that art was more than a hobby, it

was a necessity. After leaving her job as a toxicologist to raise her f irst
child in 2008, Brienne had the opportunity to paint more consistently.
Soon she was not only exhibiting and entering shows regularly but also
winning awards. Brienne holds signature membership in several
watercolor societies, including the National Watercolor Society. Brown’s work can be seen in Splash 17:
Inspired Subjects, PleinAir Magazine, Southwest Art Magazine, International Artist Magazine, and Wa-
tercolor Artist Magazine. Every year, she participates in several national juried and invitation plein air
events across the country. Brienne is a popular instructor and teaches workshops in-person and online. “I
enjoy sharing how I see the world.”

https: //briennembrown.com/
Juror’s Statement

“Jurying a show is both fun and difficult. It is fun to look through other artists’ work, analyze how it was
created, and see their ideas come to life. But as a juror, I don’t see all that goes into a work of art. I am
looking at a snapshot of time. One painting. One idea. Each painting must stand and speak for itself. I
study each painting, looking for aptitude in the fundamental skills of

the basic elements of art, composition, technique, and originality. But each piece is more than paint and
paper. Each painting has an idea, a message, and an original view of the world. By approaching each
piece on its terms, I decide if the artist successfully and skillfully presents the story they are trying to tell.
The subjects we choose and how we arrange the elements of art in

our design are personal and come from our experience as a person and an artist. I try to determine the
artist’s intention by looking for intentional design, color choices, and overall feel. Of course, some images
speak more to one person than others. As a viewer of art, I bring my own experiences to interpret the
work. This is the conversation of art! Artists and viewers are both needed to make an impact.”

Brienne M Brown



AWARD WINNERS

STLWS’s 25th Annual Juried Exhibition award winners. Listed below are the award-winning paintings
juried by Brienne Brown.

1st Place, Judge’s Choice, $400

Morning Mike by Janine Helton

2nd Place, Award of Excellence, $300

Storm by Chandan Mahanta



3rd Place, Award of Achievement, $200

Erode by Julie Glossenger

Award of Recognition # 1, $100

Stable Still Life No. 3 by Terry Lay



Award of Recognition # 2, $100

Montana s Finest by Mary Drastal

Award of Recognition # 3, $100

Taking Time to Smell the Roses by Annette McGarrahan



Award of Recognition # 4, $100

Autumn Tranquility by Connie Schmidt

Award of Recognition # 5, $100

Best Seat in the House by Kathy Morrison



Award of Recognition #6, $100

A Picnic in Maine by Kitty Harrison

Mary Mosblech Tribute Award, $100

Song of Summer by Michelle Davis



Sandy Baker Memorial Award $50
Hollyhock by Christina Colllier

Renae Baker Memorial Award, $50

Night Ride by Janet Doll



Joseph Dunne Memorial Award, $50
Our Eclipse by Judith Swank Polys

Barbara Tretter Memorial Award $50

A Comfy Perch by Crystal Goldkamp



Thomas Sepe Memorial Award $50
Dancing Poppies by Mary Ellen Maender

Lindbergh High Self-Help Painters Award, $50

Morning on the Lake by James Willmore



Honorable Mention Award #1

Love by Patricia Long

Honorable Mention Award #2

Inverted by Jane Maxf ield



Honorable Mention Award #3

Steamboat Springs Hillside by Margaret Murphy Schneider

Honorable Mention Award #4

Emma by Susan Eveker



Nancy Avdoian
Under One Sky

Watercolor Mixed Media on Yupo

Paper
$725

Julie Bantle
Solitude
Watercolor
$500

James Brauer
Soccer Duel
Watercolor
$300

Maureen Brodsky
Dinner Out
Watercolor

$397

Delight and Disquiet

Acrylic
$397

Pat Cantoni
Catch of the Day
Watercolor
$800

Diane Carder
Elijah
Watercolor
$300

Christina Collier
Hollyhock
Watercolor

$200

Donna Crowley
Sassy
Watercolor
$700

OUR NEW SIGNATURE MEMBERS

Lisa Douglas
Kitty Harrison

Dana Rothberg

OUR EXHIBITORS

Michelle Davis
Song of Summer
Watercolor
$275

Janet Doll
Night Ride
Watercolor

$800

Lisa Douglas
Kehena Beach
Watercolor
$200

Mary Drastal
Not Quite Spring
Watercolor
$750
Montana's Finest
Watercolor
$650

Susan Eveker
Emma
Watercolor
$550
Forest Park Heron
Mixed Media
$350

Sally Farrington
Unyielding Strength
Watercolor
$95
Power in Joy
Watercolor
$95

Ward Gillespie
Chicago River
Watercolor
$800

Julie Glossenger
Erode
Watercolor
$350
Crystallize
Watercolor
$300

Crystal Goldkamp
Chinese Garden
Watercolor
$190
A Comfy Perch
Watercolor
$225

Judy Grewe
World in Rainbow
Watercolor
$135

Kitty Harrison
A Picnic in Maine
Watercolor
$500

Janine Helton
Morning Mike
Watercolor
$2,100
In That Moment
Watercolor
$2,300

Terry Lay
Schoodic Surf No. 3
Watercolor
$750
Stable Still Life No. 3
Watercolor
$1,000

Barbara Liebman
Oriental Muse
Watercolor on Massa Paper
$175



Patricia Long
Love
Watercolor
NFS

Amy Lottes
That Looks Yummy
Watercolor
$300

Mary Ellen Maender
Blue Stripped Vase
Watercolor
$300
Dancing Poppies
Watercolor
$300

Chandan Mahanta
Storm
Watercolor
$1,500
Zebra
Watercolor
$1,000

Jane Maxfield
Inverted
Watercolor,Pen and Ink
NFS
Mardi Gras
Watercolor Pen and Ink
NES

Maggie McCarthy
Drifting
Watercolor
$565
In the Deep Midwinter
Watercolor
$615

Annette McGarrahan
Taking Time to Smell the Roses
Watercolor
$1,500

Linda M. Meyer
Lotus in Bloom
Watercolor
$350
Colorful Hydrangeas
Watercolor
$350

Peggy Michalski
Purple Coneflowers
Watercolor
$175
The Boys
Watercolor
$150

Kathy Morrison
Best Seat in the House
Watercolor
$585
Road to Wonder
Watercolor
$425

Karen Papin
Sovereign of the Sea
Watercolor
NFS
Yellowstone Lake
Watercolor
$425

Sandra Petersmeyer
Going Home!
Watercolor
$400
Serenity
Watercolor
$300

Judith Swank Polys
Our Eclipse
Watercolor

$225

Mary Riney

Intermission- Radio City Music Hall

Mixed Media
$500
Fall Coffee Meet-up
Watercolor
$350

Dana Rothberg
Climbing Beauty
Watercolor
$350

Shuchita Saparya
Light and Shadow
Watercolor
$750

Connie Schmidt
Autumn Tranquility
Watercolor & Gouache
$350
Dreaming of Summer
Watercolor & Gouache
$450

Margaret Murphy Schneider

Steamboat Springs Hillside
Watercolor
$400
Silverheels
Watercolor
$300

Nora Schomogy
Lady in Green
Watercolor and Gouache
$250
Tasting Coffee
Acrylic
$250

Vincent Stock
An Eagle in Forest Park
Watercolor & Gouache
$450

Jan Trager
Snowy Bank
Watercolor
$200

Pat Turpin
Soft Landing
Watercolor
$300

James Willmore
Morning on the Lake
Watercolor
$350
Vienna Tram
Watercolor
$500



OUR GRATITUDES

On behalf of the STLWS Board of Directors we would like to extend a heartfelt “Thank You” to
everyone who entered the exhibition, and our volunteers who worked so hard to make this exhibition a
huge success:

James Willmore and Mirka Fetté, our Exhibits Co-Chairs, who planned the event, contracted the
gallery, and coordinated the exhibition, receiving and retrieval at the library; Norma Vincent and her
volunteers : Barb and Tom Leibman, Karen Papin, Sandra Petersmeyer, Connie Schmidt , and
Carol Carvallo who provided refreshments at the opening reception; and Kathy Dowd and Peggy
Michalski for post reception clean up; Jane Hogg, our Secretary/Communications Chair, who worked
tirelessly to make all aspects of our exhibition work: creating the entry form, data entry form and payment
products, title cards, award certificates, new Signature status certificates, and proofed the catalog; Jim
Willmore for coordinating all the details with the library and printed the title cards; Bridget McKay, our
Publicity Chair, for her work in advertising the exhibition and posting it on social media, and for her
graphic design of our postcard , e-card, poster, and beautiful catalog for this exhibition ;Kirk McAllister,
our Workshops Co-Chair, for organizing our second successful foray into advertising the exhibition on
radio ; Deb Dey, our President, Jim Brauer, Karen Papin, Sydney Willmore, Kirk McAllister, Mirka
Fetté, Jim Willmore, and the library staff for all their work putting this exhibition together in the
Carnegie Room; Mirka Fetté and Jim Willmore for organizing our award ribbons, and Carolyn
Cleveland for making all the phone calls to the award winners.

We thank Cathy Heimberger, Director of Marketing, St. Louis Public Library, for working with us to
coordinate all aspects of this exhibition in the library and handling hanging of the paintings in the
Carnegie Room along with Barb Higgins.

This year ’s catalog cover design features the top award-winning painting from our 2024 24th Annual
Juried Exhibition. We thank Chandan Mahanta for allowing us to have his wonderful painting on the
2025 AJE catalog cover.

We would also like to thank our juror, Brienne M. Brown, for using her extensive knowledge and
masterful art training to select the paintings to be included in the exhibition and for awards. Selecting
submitted paintings to jury into an exhibition is a difficult task, and the task of choosing just a few of the
entries to receive awards is a daunting one amongst so many talented artists.

And finally, we would like to thank Ted Daniels of River City Litho, who has skillfully taken on the job

of printing the catalog and all the many items throughout the years for the STLWS. His attention to detail
and “goes the extra mile” service cannot be beaten.
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