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About the STLWS

The Saint Louis Watercolor Society was formed in 1996 by a small group of area artists for the
purpose of providing educational opportunities to artists who are interested in water media and to
exhibit water media artwork to the public. Today the society is a thriving group of talent as seen in
this exhibition. Their varied interests are shown in this diverse collection that truly reflects citizens
of the Gateway to the West, Saint Louis, Missouri.

Meet our 2024 Juror

Susan Blackwood

Pakistan 1975: in the midst of a clambering marketplace, unable to speak the
language.... | became aware of the importance of the common bonds that
universally unite us all. The necessity to communicate these visions, feelings and
emotions became paramount. Art became my language.

| have chosen as my subject matter the simple, beautiful, touching moments that
are common both in nature and in the life of every person. These are the moments
that often pass without notice and are the very ones that lend continuity to our lives
and contribute to its richness and depth. These moments are the language | use when | paint.

As in any meaningful conversation, the structure of the message must be clear. Thus, my color, brush
strokes, textures and composition are carefully chosen, like essential words, to convey to the viewer the
message that | wish to impart. My studies of classical art techniques began when | was a child and will
always continue as | strive for better clarity and higher achievement.

As words are carefully chosen for a poem, I, too, limit my brush strokes and detail to convey just enough to
give the viewer my thoughts and involve their imagination. | purposely leave areas of my paintings in mystery
for the viewer to become engaged in the story. | strive for each painting to be a poem rather than a novel.
Some of my loose paintings are like haiku poems that are simple impressionistic vignettes. While some of
my paintings are like sonnets, more spelled out in detail. Through the medium that | have chosen, | strive
continually to develop a rich and colorful language that can reach the heart.

Teaching these techniques is my second passion. | am blessed to be invited to pour out these concepts |
have learned for many more years... to eager painters, young and old throughout the world.

Juror’s Statement

“After teaching Watercolors for 50 years, | have a deep appreciation for our special “language”. Art is a lot
of things to a lot of people, but always it is a universal communication, a language anyone can understand,
no matter what country they are from or the language they speak. Through the years, as a Judge of many
art shows, | have always looked for this emotional connection in paintings. Yes, the painting could express
a story, or it could be abstract in nature, but always, the paintings are reaching out to the viewer. Maybe
they stir memories, maybe they ignite feelings.....joy... love..... peace or even fear..... speaking out from
the frame, touching the mind and the heart.

The way these emotions are expressed through watercolors utilizes all the tools of the artist, the brush
strokes, the values, the edges, the colors, the composition, the negative space. etc. No matter the style or
the subject, loose or tight, these elements when used in a consistent manner create powerful paintings.... *

Susan Blackwood



Our New Signature Members

We are pleased to announce that these members have been awarded Signature status in the Saint Louis
Watercolor Society upon being accepted into two juried shows within 10 years.

Julie Glossenger Carol Nourse
Donna Huneke Sandra Petersmeyer

Chandan Mahanta Judith Swank Polys

Kirk McAllister Constance Schmidt

Kathy Morrison Vincent Stock

Our Exhibitors

Nancy Avdoian
Surviving the Rain
Watercolor on Yupo
$395

Diane Carder
Family Beach Day
Watercolor

$300

Lisa Douglas

Kehena Beach Hawaii Il
Watercolor

$250

Julie Bantle Carolyn Cleveland Mirka M. Fetté
Tropical Sunrise Stumped Following My Instincts
Watercolor Watercolor Watercolor
$625 $150 $500
Posy
Watercolor Gail Crosson Jean Foster
$75 Harbor Light Bubbles
Watercolor Watercolor
Marilynne Bradley $500 $600
Under the L
Watercolor Michelle Davis Jan Foulk
$2,200 Phoebe (Michelle’s Version) GPS Don't Fail Me Now!
Where Do | Begin Watercolor Watercolor
Watercolor $250 $250
$2,500
Deb Dey Young-Sook Friton
James Brauer Oh Byoy Hiding Place
Christmas Wreath Watercolor Watercolor
Watercolor $200 NFS
$400
Janet Doll Julie Glossenger
Maureen Brodsky Neighborhood Heroes The Navigator
Adagio Watercolor Watercolor
Watercolor $600 $400
$489 Splashes Sycamore Leaf in the Labyrinth
Mixed Media Watercolor
Pat Cantoni $600 $350
Hero’s, Never Forget
Watercolor

$400



Crystal Goldkamp
Moving Along
Watercolor

$290

Linda Green-Metzler

Waiting for Lunch, St. Charles

Mixed Media
$300

Janine Helton
White-throated Sparrow
Watercolor

$900

Looking Back
Watercolor & Ink

$950

Jane Hogg
February Snowfall
Watercolor

NFS

Donna Huneke
Brooklyn Brownstone
Watercolor

$400

Woodland Spring
Watercolor

$400

Fran Kempin
Summer Tempest
Watercolor

$400

Terry Lay

Dangerous Beauty No.5
Watercolor

$1,000

Stable Still Life No. 2
Watercolor

$500

Barbara Liebman
My Orchid
Watercolor

$175

Patricia Long

Creating Exciting Sounds
Watercolor

$2,000

Amy Lottes
Lady in Waiting Il
Watercolor

$400

Dahlia
Watercolor

$175

Chandan Mahanta
The Conclave
Watercolor

$500

Kirk McAllister

America's Favorite Pastime
Watercolor

$1,500

Maggie McCarthy
Quiet Fall
Watercolor

$700

Barbara McCormack
Toddler and the Butterflies
Watercolor

$300

Jo Rezny McCredie
Whimsy

Watercolor

$500

Jean McMullen
Gossip Time
Watercolor
$325

Linda Meyer
Pick a Papaya
Watercolor
$400

Deanna Miller
Tea Party
Watercolor
$200

Steve Morris
Nest with 3 Eggs
Watercolor
$3,250

Kathy Morrison
Beauty Under a Bridge
Watercolor

$450

VooDoo Tomato
Watercolor

$200

Carol Nourse

Tulip Time at the Garden
Watercolor

$200

Karen Papin
White Heron Lifted
Watercolor

$425

Sandra Petersmeyer
Aspiration

Watercolor

$2,000

Susan Pisoni

Who’s Watching Who?
Watercolor

$250

Drama in Red
Watercolor

$500

Judy Swank Polys
Chihuly in the Garden
Watercolor

$1,200

Floriner Porter
Asters in the Afternoon
Watercolor

$250

Mary Riney
Evening Snowfall
Mixed Media
$350

Joyce Rothermich
My Faithful Friend
Watercolor

$180

Connie Schmidt
Lily Lake Reflection
Watercolor

$500

Margaret Schneider
Flight of Fancy
Watercolor

$300

Vintage Traveler
Watercolor

$300

Nora Schomogy
The Bird Watcher
Mixed Media
$250

A Moment in Time
Acrylic

$150

Annie Schuchart
Liza

Watercolor

$500

Dave

Watercolor

$500



Vincent Stock

A Barn in the Tetons
Watercolor & Gouache
$400

Thompson Thompson
Spring Churchyard
Watercolor

$240

Pat Turpin
Scents of Spring
Watercolor

$300

James Willmore
Breakaway
Watercolor

NFS

Linda S. Wilmes

Rain In The Train Yard
Watercolor

$250

A Hard Life
Watercolor

$300

Our Award Winners

Listed below are the award-winning paintings along with our juror, Susan Blackwood’s comments

on each one.

‘I chose the outstanding painting because | cannot stop thinking about it. Art is a universal language.
This painting is unique, yet tells a common story for all of us to understand. | feel the dust of
uneasiness in relationships, combined with the love and hugs we all seek.

How did he do this? Composition of course but also using cool to warm colors. . . muted to almost pure
colors. . . lost detail to found details lead us to the central figure. Even the tusks add to the
conversation and the story.

Through lines, shapes, edges and color control, this painting thrills the heart and reveals the need for

1st Place, Judge’s Choice, $400
The Conclave by Chandan Mahanta

all of us to have a conclave. Thank you!”



2nd Place, Award of Excellence, $300
Splashes by Janet Doll

“Thank you for this very refreshing painting! It is loose, yet tight. It goes from abstract to realism. And
the colors evolve from dark to light, muted to pure, cool to warm. Beautifully organized. Well done!

My eye delights as it becomes part of the splashes and joy.”

3rd Place, Award of Achievement, $200
Nest with 3 Eggs by Steve Morris

“This painting is a stunning example of how to organize a very chaotic image. My eye circles around
the nest slowing down through the various materials, then finds great joy in the simply organized 3
eggs. It is an unusual composition that flirts with having the focal point hugging the left border, it is
highly successful. Home is where the chaos ends and the heart finds peace.”



Award of Recognition # 1, $100
Tropical Sunrise by Julie Bantle

“Beautifully planned and painted, | can feel the night slipping away as the morning is dawning. The
luscious colors of the leaves flowing from muted to pure and cool to warm delight the eye and hold my
attention. | also love the limited background that aids our eye to enter on the far lower left and then
flow from left to right, then settle on the large leaf in the center.”

Award of Recognition # 2, $100
Flight of Fancy by Margaret Schneider

“So many times in our lives we want to do something . . . we become over whelmed with ‘butterflies’ . . .
shouldwe doit. .. whatif...will | get the chance again? . .. This painting expresses beautifully the
uneasy feeling of having ‘The Butterflies.” They are exciting yet, they leave you feeling scared as well.
Trust your butterflies! Excellent use of swirling colors to flutter my emotions!”



Award of Recognition # 3, $100
Surviving the Rain by Nancy Avdoian

“Because of your excellent handling of the slippery quality of this paper, this painting echoes one’s own
experience of being among flowers in the rain. | feel the damp air, the wet peals and the brilliant colors
that dance and sparkle with waterdrops. You have given a lovely application of loose and abstract to
the minimalistic suggestion of flowers.”

Award of Recognition # 4, $100
Stable Still Life No. 2 by Terry Lay

“Love the abstract to realism, the chaos to organization, and the small shapes to large shapes. It tells
a GREAT tale! You are a master of negative space!”



Award of Recognition # 5, $100
Christmas Wreath by James Brauer

“The challenge of painting a circle composition is . . . how do you get the eye to move through the circle
and then stop where you want it to reach the conclusion. This painting beautifully does just that. He
uses the red to guide our eyes aided by the dark greens to help us stop and linger. This is full of
Christmas fun and surprises!”

Award of Recognition #6, $100
White-throated Sparrow by Janine Helton

“This simple beautiful painting of a fragile little bird uses watercolor washes that thrill my heart. Our
eyes delight in entering the painting on the left, flowing along the back of the orange feathers, slipping
up to the top of his yellow crown and discovering his bright realistic eye and then down to those



magical feet! We love watching them. . . Birds love watching us. . . constantly. Muted colors to pure
colors, warm to cool, no detail to detail, abstracted to realism. . . Delight!”

Mary Mosblech Tribute Award, $100
Gossip Time by Jean McMullen

“Wonderfully expresses the excitement surrounding ‘gossip.” Using a circular composition the ‘gossip’
keeps circling us around and around the group. Good use of color on the one that is doing all of the
talking. Also excellent awareness and use of the power of negative space.”

Sandy Baker Memorial Award $50
Scents of Spring by Pat Turpin

“The simpler the subject, the more of a challenge to move the eye around to the focal point. This
painting does just that. There are 2 subject matters, the bee and the flowers. The flowers catch our
attention immediately then we see the bee’s wings and the negative spaces. Because she used a



dark background the bee blends into the background allowing the most important part to be where the
bee is gathering the honey. And that is where our eyes restt BRAVO!”

Renae Baker Memorial Award, $50
Under the L by Marilynne Bradley

“Excellent! | feel and sense the light casting dancing shadows waiting for the rapid trains to appear . .
. and | sense the space, the depth and the busy urban noise. Using only straight lines and colors, this
artist has created a story of depth, motion, light, and emotion. EXCELLENT!”

Spencer Meagher Memorial Award, $50
A Hard Life by Linda Wilmes

“This painting is an excellent example of taking realism and turning it into abstraction, also using pure
warm colors to muted cool colors, no detail to detail, and textures to details. | love how the edges of
the truck lead my eye around and back to the hole in the front with the tube sticking up!”



Lindbergh High Self-Help Painters
Award, $50
Dave by Annie Schuchart

“Wonderful Expression! | feel like | could start talking with him right now. Good use of colors in the
skin and hair. This painting’s strength also comes from the use of the muted background colors that
lead up to the purer color on the subject. Good choice to surround Dave in blue. It really warms up his
face and his personality. Cool to warm. Also, no detail to detail! Loose to tight and abstract to realism.
Bravo!”

Honorable Mention Award #1
Voodoo Tomato by Kathy Morrison

“Great Composition! Circular, the thread and shadows lead you around and around getting closer to the
prickly pins. She made good use of when and where to use the shadows of the pins. They slow your
eyes down and give you pause. Love the warmth inside the large shadow and the bounced light on the
sides of the ‘tomato.” Also, the carefully placed tiny shinny pin heads are perfect . . . drawing us to the
larger pins. Notice how powerful the negative shapes are. Well done!”



Honorable Mention Award #2
Drama in Red by Susan Pisoni

“I love it when artists capture the personality of their subjects! This dog has plenty of personality! She
also did a good job of emphasizing only one eye, in this case, the one closest to us. Good choice of
color and texture for the background. Cool to warm, no detail to detail. This tells a great story!”

Honorable Mention Award #3
Harbor Light by Gail Crosson

“I love this refracted design . . . light shimmering in the light. The use of abstract geometrics, going
from close values to contrasting values, moves the viewer’s eye, swirling over the top and down into
the bulb. . . right to the head of the lamp. Good use of cool muted neutral colors to warm muted

colors.”



Honorable Mention Award #4
Oh Buoy by Deb Dey

“I love this loosely painted still life. These buoys have worked hard and been put away wet. The
expressive way the artist handled this is fun and creates an emotional response in all of us. My eye
quickly goes across the painting to the one on the right, then has fun skipping down the line and
settling on #2. The colors are like musical keys on a piano. Loose and playful and full of rhythm!
Bravo!”

Our Gratitude’s

On behalf of the STLWS Board of Directors we would like to extend a heartfelt “Thank You” to
everyone who entered the exhibition, and our volunteers who worked so hard to make this exhibit a
huge success: Deb Dey, our Exhibits Co-Chair, who planned the event, contracted the gallery, and
coordinated the exhibition; James Willmore, our Exhibits Co-Chair, who coordinated receiving and
retrieval at the library gallery, and provided for the refreshments at the opening reception; Jane Hogg,
our Secretary/Communications Chair, who worked tirelessly to make all aspects of our exhibition work,
did the e-card, title cards, award certificates, new Signature status certificates, and created our
beautiful catalog for this exhibit; Susan Eveker, our Publicity Chair, for her work in advertising for the
AJE, and Kirk McAllister, our Workshops Co-Chair, for pioneering our first successful foray into paid
media on radio 107.2; Mirka Fetté, our President, Kirk McAllister, Karen Papin, and the library staff
for all their work putting this exhibit together at the gallery; Carolyn Cleveland for organizing our
awards ribbons, and Julie Bantle for making all the phone calls to the award winners.

We thank Cathy Heimberger, Director of Marketing, St. Louis Public Library, for working with us to
coordinate all aspects of this exhibition to the library and handled hanging of the paintings in the
Carnegie Gallery along with Barb Higgins.

This year’s catalog cover design features our top award winner’s paintings from our 2023 23rd Annual
Juried Exhibition. We thank Janine Helton for allowing us to have her wonderful painting on this
catalog cover.



We would also like to thank our juror, Susan Blackwood, for using her extensive knowledge and
masterful art training to select the paintings to be included in the exhibition and for awards. Selecting
submitted paintings to jury into an exhibit is a difficult task, and the task of choosing just a few of the
entries to receive awards is a daunting one amongst so many talented artists.

And finally, we would like to thank Ted Daniels of The Hot Copy in Maryland Heights, who has
skillfully taken on the job of printing the catalog and all the many items throughout the years for the
STLWS. His attention to detail and “goes the extra mile” service cannot be beaten.
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