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Our Cover Art 
Paintings shown on the catalog cover are our 22nd Annual Juried Exhibition Award 

Winners: 

22nd Annual Juried Exhibition’s 

1st Place Award Winner 

Contemplation by Alicia Farris 

(image on the left) 

 

22nd Annual Juried Exhibition’s 

2nd Place Award Winner 

Little Red Headed Boy by Janine Helton 

(middle image) 

 

22nd Annual Juried Exhibition’s 

3rd Place Award Winner 

My Passion by Fran Kempin 

(image on the right) 

 

About the STLWS 

The Saint Louis Watercolor Society was formed in 1996 by a small 

group of area artists for the purpose of providing educational 

opportunities to artists who are interested in water media and to 

exhibit water media artwork to the public.  Today the society is a 

thriving group of talent as seen in this exhibition.  Their varied 

interests are shown in this diverse collection that truly reflects 

citizens of the Gateway to the West, Saint Louis, Missouri. 

 Saint Louis Watercolor Society • stlws.org 
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Meet our 2023 Juror 
  

Randy’s career as a professional artist, juror, and workshop instructor evolved from many 

years working as an industrial designer and illustrator. He received his training from California’s 

prestigious Art Center College of Design.   He credits his success in the art world to those years 

spent in sales, marketing, and project management. Working with clients provided Randy with a 

comfort-level in expressing ideas and explaining concepts so they are easy-to-understand.   

In fact, Randy Hale is a natural-born teacher.  His reputation for doing demo’s in front of a 

crowd of onlookers is well known.  He easily carries on a conversation explaining each step and 

decision while he paints. He is equally comfortable depicting any subject, using landscapes, 

portraits, figures or abstracts to illustrate a point.  Randy encourages his students to create a 

story in which the viewer can participate.  His mantra of “less is more” rallies painters to simplify, 

suggest & imply - letting water do most of the work to prevent compositions from becoming 

overcomplicated.  By inspiring a viewer to imagine detail where none may actually exist, he 

entreats the viewer to engage in your painting as a full participant.  And therein lies the magic of 

good painting!  

Dramatic use of light is perhaps the singular element that brings definition to Randy’s own 

work.  But good art can be executed in any medium and any style as long it provides a hook that 

engages the viewer, entertains the eye, suggests a bit of mystery, tells a story, or provokes 

thought!   

For more information about Randy Hale and his art, visit his website at 

www.halegallery.com  

 

Juror’s Statement 
“I’ve always thought watercolor is best served in splashy, spontaneous strokes. It yearns 

to be transparent and luminous. Fluidity is the hallmark of watercolor.  But of equal importance 

is the dramatic use of light and shadow. It’s what provides definition, bringing form to life, 

creating an understated rhythm between the real and imagined.  Above all, I like to leave some 

things undefined just enough for the viewer to bring their own experience into what they see as 

they interpret my work.”          

Randy Hale   

http://www.halegallery.com/
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Our Exhibitors 
Nancy Avdoian 

Rocky Mountain Reds 

Watercolor on Yupo 

$645 

 

Julie Bantle 

Blue Plate Special 

Watercolor 

$600 

What Does the Fox Say? 

Watercolor 

$700 

 

Debbie Beckrich 

Aaaaahhhhh!!!!!! 

Watercolor 

$400 

 

Marilynne Bradley 

Inner Harbor 

Watercolor 

$2200 

Strung Out 

Watercolor 

$1900 

 

James Brauer 

Polkadot Twins 

Watercolor 

$290 

Maureen Brodsky 

Pastorale 

Watercolor 

$495 

Sasha's 

Watercolor 

$379 

 

Pat Cantoni 

Formaggio 

Watercolor 

$200 

 

Diane Carder 

Old Harley 

Watercolor 

$250 

Zeke Thinking 

Transparent Watercolor 

$400 

 

Carolyn Cleveland 

Princess Leia Fluffypants 

Watercolor 

$110 

 

Christina Collier 

Purple Velvet 

Watercolor 

$200 

Mary Drastal 

Reflecting Inward 

Watercolor 

$740 

 

Susan Eveker 

Sunning 

Watercolor 

$400 

 

Mirka Fetté 

Glamour Chicken 

Watercolor 

$300 

Guardian of the Oysters 

Watercolor 

$300 

 

Jan Foulk 

Remembering 

Watercolor 

$350 

 

Carla Baron Giller 

Vietnamese Alleyway 

Watercolor 

$500 
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Ward Gillespie 

Gymnast 

Watercolor 

$1200 

Winter Wonderland 

Watercolor 

$350 

 

Crystal Goldkamp 

Her Majesty 

Watercolor 

$220 

In the Canyon 

Watercolor 

$250 

 

Janine Helton 

Self-Portrait 

Watercolor 

$1200 

Waiting 

Watercolor 

$1600 

 

Laurie Hoffman 

Puddle Play 

Watercolor 

$200 

 

 

 

 

Jane Hogg 

Light Snow in Seiwa-en 

Garden 

Watercolor & Gouache 

$450 

 

Kathleen Kelly 

Sightseeing 

Watercolor 

$250 

 

Suzanne Galli Koenen 

Tangent 

Watercolor, Gouache, & 

Graphite 

$350 

Rebecca Krutsinger 

Shared Repose 

Watercolor & Gouache 

$800 

 

Terry Lay 

Ranthambor 

Watercolor 

$750 

Well, It's Out There 

Somewhere 

Watercolor 

$750 

 

 

 

 

Diana Leszcz 

Nature's Beauty 

Watercolor 

$250 

Springtime Tulips 

Watercolor & Ink 

$250 

 

Patricia Long 

This Winter 

Watercolor 

$5000 

 

Chandan Mahanta 

Abscape 

Watercolor 

$2000 

Ghosts of Namibia 

Watercolor 

$2000 

 

Kirk McAllister 

The Blacksmith's Shop 

Watercolor 

$500 

 

Annette McGarrahan 

Golden Study 

Watercolor 

$200 
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Linda Meyer 

Bright Blooms 

Watercolor 

$350 

 

Steve Morris 

Chinese Lantern 

Watercolor 

$750 

Nest and Vines 

Watercolor 

$4500 

 

Kathy Morrison 

Life is Golden 

Watercolor 

$385 

Weathered Friend 

Watercolor 

$385 

 

Deanna Nash 

Gathering 

Watercolor 

$420 

 

Carol Nourse 

Sacred Lotus 

Mixed media 

$200 

 

 

Karen Papin 

Birthday Tulips 

Watercolor & Watercolor 

Pencils 

$225 

Mission Bound 

Watercolor 

$365 

 

Sandra Petersmeyer 

Tootsie 

Watercolor 

$400 

 

Susan Pisoni 

Daylily 

Watercolor 

$1275 

 

Judith Swank Polys 

My Eye's on You 

Watercolor 

$800 

 

Florine Porter 

Trois Amis 

Watercolor 

$450 

Yesterday’s Rose 

Watercolor 

$400 

 

 

Mary Riney 

Colorado Waterfall 

Mixed Media 

$450 

Old Town San Diego 

Mixed Media 

$350 

 

Karen Romani 

Silk Bouquet 

Watercolors 

$850 

 

Joyce Rothermich 

Treat Please 

Watercolor 

$175 

 

Elizabeth Schaeffer 

Apple Trio 

Watercolor 

$125 

 

Connie Schmidt 

Calm Moment 

Watercolor & Gouache 

$375 

Morning Light on the Crags 

Watercolor & Gouache 

$225 
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Margaret Schneider 

Bella Ragazza 

Watercolor 

$500 

Ready To Go 

Watercolor 

$1000 

 

Nora Schomogy 

Polly Wants a Cracker 

Acrylic 

$500 

 

Vincent Stock 

Cumil the Sewerman 

Watercolor & Gouache 

$400 

Orchids in Bloom 

Watercolor & Gouache 

$375 

 

Jeanne Thomas 

Maggie Sue 

Watercolor 

$200 

Someone Else’s Shoes 

Watercolor 

$300 

 

Pat Turpin 

Curious Impala 

Watercolor 

$400 

 

Norma Vincent 

Joy of the Hat Snatcher 

Watercolor 

$800 

 

 

 

 

 

Lee Walter 

Cliff Side 

Watercolor 

$300 

 

James Willmore 

Fjord in Summer 

Watercolor 

$300 

Glow from Within 

Watercolor 

$750 

 

Linda Wilmes 

Golden Iris 

Watercolor 

$550 

Green Sea Turtle 

Watercolor 

$285 

 

 

Our New Signature Members 
We are pleased to announce that these members have been awarded Signature status in the 
Saint Louis Watercolor Society upon being accepted into two juried shows within 10 years. 
 
  

                        Elizabeth Schaeffer       James Willmore 
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Our Award Winners 
 

1st Place, Judge’s Choice, $400 

Waiting by Janine Helton 

 

2nd Place, Award of Excellence, $300 

Ghosts of Namibia by Chandan Mahanta 

  

3rd Place, Award of Achievement, $200 

Nest & Vines by Steve Morris 

 

Award of Recognition # 1, $100 

Pastorale by Maureen Brodsky 

 

Award of Recognition # 2, $100 

What Does the Fox Say? By Julie Bantle 

 

Award of Recognition # 3, $100 

Green Sea Turtle by Linda Wilmes 

 

Award of Recognition # 4, $100 

Silk Bouquet by Karen Romani 

  

Award of Recognition # 5, $100 

Ready to Go by Margaret Schneider 

 

Award of Recognition #6, $100 

Life is Golden by Kathy Morrison 

 

Mary Mosblech Tribute Award, $100 

Tangent by Suzanne Galli Koenen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sandy Baker Memorial Award $50 

Trois Amis by Florene Porter 

 

Renae Baker Memorial Award, $50  

Morning Light on the Crags by Connie 
Schmidt 

 

Lindbergh High Self-Help Painters  

Award, $50  

Zeke Thinking by Diane Carder 

 

Honorable Mention Award #1 

Winter Wonderland by Ward Gillespie 

 

Honorable Mention Award #2 

Reflecting Inward by Mary Drastal 

 

Honorable Mention Award #3 

My Eye’s on You by Judith Swank Polys 

 

Honorable Mention Award #4 

Colorado Waterfall by Mary Riney 

 

Honorable Mention Award #5 

Apple Trio by Elizabeth Schaeffer 
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Images of the award-winning paintings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
   

Waiting by Janine Helton 

Watercolor   $1,600 

1st PLACE, JUDGE’S CHOICE AWARD 

S cjpoce 

Ghosts of Namibia by Chandan Mahanta 

Watercolor  $2,000 

2ND PLACE, AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 
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Nest and Vines by Steve Morris 

Watercolor  $4,500 

3RD PLACE, AWARD OF ACHIEVEMENT 

Pastorale  by Maureen Brodsky 

Watercolor   $495 
AWARD OF RECOGNITION #1 
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What Does the Fox Say?  by Julie Bantle 

Watercolor   $700 

AWARD OR RECOGNITION #2 

Green Sea Turtle by Linda Wilmes 

Watercolor  $285 

AWARD OF RECOGNITION #3 
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Silk Bouquet by Karen Romani 

Watercolor  $850 

AWARD OF RECOGNITION #4 

Ready to Go by Margaret Schneider 

Watercolor  $1,000 

AWARD OF RECOGNITION #5 
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Life is Golden by Kathy Morrison 
Watercolor  $385 

AWARD OF RECOGNITION #6 

 

Tangent by Suzanne by Galli Koenen 

Watercolor, Gouache & Graphite   $350 

MARY MOSBLECH TRIBUTE AWARD 
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Trois Amis by Florine Porter 

Watercolor  $450 

SANDY BAKER MEMORIAL AWARD 

Morning Light on the Crags by Connie Schmidt 

Watercolor & Gouache  $225 

RENAE BAKER MEMORIAL AWARD 
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Zeke Thinking by Diane Carder 

Transparent Watercolor   $400 

LINDBERGH HIGH SELF-HELP 

PAINTERS AWARD 

Winter Wonderland   

by Ward Gillespie 

Watercolor   $350 

HONORABLE MENTION #1 
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Reflecting Inward by Mary Drastal 

Watercolor   $740 

HONORABLE MENTION AWARD #2 

My Eye’s onYou  by Judith Swank Polys 

Watercolor  $800 

HONORABLE MENTION #3 
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Colorado Waterfall by Mary Riney 

Mixed Media  $450 

HONORABLE MENTION #4 

Apple Trio by Elizabeth Schaeffer 

Watercolor  $125 

HONORABLE MENTION #5 
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Gratitudes 
 

On behalf of the STLWS Board of Directors we would like to extend a heartfelt 

“Thank You” to everyone who entered the exhibition, and our volunteers who worked so 

hard to make this exhibit a huge success: Deb Dey, our Exhibits Chair, who planned the 

event, contracted the gallery, and coordinated the exhibition; Jane Hogg, our 

Secretary/Communications Chair, who worked tirelessly to make all aspects of our 

exhibition work, did the title cards, e-card, award certificates, new Signature status 

certificates, and created our beautiful catalog for this exhibit; Susan Eveker, our 

Publicity Chair, for her work in advertising for the AJE; Nancy Avdoian, Carolyn 

Cleveland, Sue Eveker, Mirka Fetté, our President, Kathleen Luepke, Kirk 

McCallister, Deanna Nash, and Karen Papin for all their work putting this exhibit 

together at the gallery; Judy Grewe, our Hospitality Chair, Crystal Goldkamp, and 

Loretta Pfieffer for doing our opening reception refreshments; and Carolyn Cleveland 

for making all the phone calls to the award winners. 

We thank Mary, Doug and Ty Norton at Norton’s Fine Art and Framing for 

hosting our exhibition.  We also appreciate their sponsorship of a People’s Choice 

Award which creates more interest in the show among their visitors and patrons.  

This year’s catalog cover design features our top three award winning paintings 

from our 2022 22nd Annual Juried Exhibition: We thank Alicia Farris, Janine Helton 

and Fran Kempin for allowing us to have their wonderful paintings on this catalog 

cover.  

We would also like to thank our juror, Randy Hale, for his extensive knowledge 

and masterful art training, and for coming to the opening reception to speak about the 

exhibition and the paintings he selected for awards. Selecting submitted paintings to 

jury into an exhibit is a difficult task, and the task of choosing just a few of the entries to 

receive awards is a daunting one amongst so many talented artists.  

And finally, we would like to thank Ted Daniels of The Hot Copy in Maryland 

Heights, who has skillfully taken on the job of printing the catalog and all the many items 

throughout the years for the STLWS. His attention to detail and ‘goes the extra mile’ 

service cannot be beat.  
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