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About our Juror 

 
Sandra Strohschein, Award-Winning Artist, Educator and Juror 

 

Sandra Strohschein is a watercolor artist from Northern Michigan who has won top honors in juried 

watercolor exhibits both regionally and statewide.  She most recently received the Michigan Watercolor 

Society Second Place award for her painting “Lake Michigan, October.” Her paintings have been 

included in Splash 2017, 2018 and 2020.  She has been featured in the online magazine, En Plein Air, 

The Art of Watercolour, and the French publication, Practique Des Artes.  Sandra teaches in Italy at 

“The Watermill,” and has made several trips to Bulgaria, where she has taught, been a summer artist-in-

residence, and exhibits her work.  Additionally, she has taught workshops in Hong Kong and through-

out the United States. She has been honored to juror various art competitions, the most recent being the 

Artists for Conservation Annual Exhibition 2020, with artists participating from around the world. 

 
 

Juror’s Statement 

 
St. Louis Watercolor Society Awards  

My own thoughts on judging an exhibition. Because styles are so different and I want to remove my own 

personal taste from the process, I employ a five-step scoring system to each work viewed. I look for how 

well the artists have conveyed the work through inspiration, composition, tonal values, color balance 

and degree of proficiency. I find this method helps discover and sort which paintings rise to the top 

without me saying “Oh, I love that” …and letting my emotions rather than my knowledge judge the 

works. However, that said, when making final choices, the paintings that scored the highest will then 

receive placement as I recall the moment I first saw the piece. My biggest concern about judging 

exhibitions is that the artists whose work does not receive an award or placement in the event will walk 

away discouraged. That would be the last thing I would want. I look at my own journey and know that 

my early on paintings that I thought were excellent, had a long way to go in reality. And I still am 

learning that. If your piece was not received as you hoped it would be, please feel free to write to me and 

I will tell you my impressions of your work. All showed potential and it is painful to have eliminated any 

of them! And finally, during this past year of Covid, my hat is off to all of you who continue to paint, find 

relief and joy in your process and have not given up due to the difficult circumstances and obstacles! 

Let’s keep painting!  

Sandra Strohschein 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Award Winning Paintings 

 

 
1st Place, Judge’s Choice, $200 

Young-Sook Friton 

Weathered Chinese Lantern 

Watercolor 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judge’s Statement on 1st Place Painting:  
This piece struck me immediately as a wonderful example of the beauty of the medium. The clarity of 

color, the use color tension, the importance of the white paper. The artist exhibited a high degree of 

competency in the understanding of tonal values, composition and entertaining the viewer’s eye. It is 

hard to leave this painting because I keep seeing more things I like about it. The contrasts of texture, 

size, tonal values . . . this work has it all and I am pleased to award it the highest honor. Congratulations 

to YoungSook Friton!  

 

 

2nd Place, Award of Excellence, $150 

Steve Morris 

Nest in Old Red Barn 

Watercolor 

 

Judge’s Statement on 2nd Place Painting:   
The artist has done a remarkable work here in conveying 

the brilliance of light without muddying the waters 

achieving the darks. Drama, Drama, and more Drama as 

the spotlight falls directly on those perfectly placed eggs 

in the composition. This piece has a three-dimensional 

feel about it to the point where one feels that if they were 

to touch the dried grasses they would snap in your hand. 

The realness is such that I expect the mama bird to 

swoop in at any moment to reclaim her post. This type of 

work is an enigma to me as my approach to watercolor is 

completely different. I have great admiration for those 

who see things differently and stay true to their own path 

in the medium. I encourage all of you to find the style 

that resonates within yourself and pursue it to a high 

level of achievement as Steve here has done.  

3rd Place, Award of Achievement, $100 



Karen Romani 

Pickle 

Watercolor 

 
Judge’s Statement on 3rd Place Painting:  
This piece had a “pow” factor for me as Karen demonstrated 

a wonderful story with an economy of brush strokes. Her 

values are spot on, composition excellent and a brilliant use 

of negative space painting, so important in the art of 

watercolor. Many artists forget that the paper itself is a key 

component. This artist has used the paper to the maximum 

degree to support her painting, pushing it forward. She 

evoked an emotional response of my wanting to reach out and 

pat Pickle’s head from there I would expect the pup to break 

into a big smile. In watercolor I always tell my students to 

think of what has happened, what is happening and what will 

happen. The way to achieve this is to lose as many edges as 

your can while still keeping the painting tight where it 

matters. This keeps the painting from becoming frozen or 

static. Because Karen has just the right amount of lost and  

found edges, I expect this dog to move at any moment. 

Bravo!!!!!  

 

 

 

Mary Mosblech Tribute Award, $100 

Janine Helton 

Days Like This 

Watercolor 

 

Judge’s Statement on Mary Mosblech Tribute Award 

Painting: 

This piece had a warm effect that I loved. The warmth is 

achieved by a good portrayal of light versus dark contrast. 

The headband tells you immediately that she is bathing in 

sunlight. I wanted to know this subject. I wanted to hear her 

story. As artists we are story tellers without words. When I 

saw this work, it had the obvious attributes of a solid piece, 

everything I look for, good values, color balance, lost edges, 

technique etc. But from there it also held the magic of 

watercolor…unexpected color in places you would not 

normally think of. Example, the green shadow in the hair.  

It works because it is a great contrast to the red in the shirt. 

There is also green in the facial features which you don’t 

notice at first but then discover to your delight upon closer 

inspection. Janine allowed watercolor to be watercolor, told  

a great story and leaves me wanting to know more!  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Award of Recognition #4, $50 

Rebecca Krutsinger 

Inward Journey 

Mixed Media 

 

  

Award of Recognition #2, $50 

Claudia Broom 

Spring Beauty 

Watercolor 

 

Award of Recognition #3, $50 

Karen Romani 

My Final Bow 

Watercolor 

Award of Recognition #1, $50 

Nora Schomogy 

Cherry Tomatoes 

Acrylic 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Renae Baker Memorial Award, $50 

Marilynne Bradley 

Spring Retreat 

Watercolor 

 

Award of Recognition #6, $50 

Allan W. Gillespie 

To the Beach 

Watercolor 

 

Award of Recognition #5, $50 

Mary Drastal 

Pretty Boy 

Watercolor 

 

Elizabeth Concannon  

Memorial Award, $50 

Mary Drastal 

Contemplation 

Watercolor 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Betty Siems Memorial Award, $50 

Allan W. Gillespie 

New York City Street Scene 

Watercolor 

Honorable Mention #1 

Penny Lulich 

Testing the Water 

Watercolor 

LaVerne Emanuel Memorial Award, $50 

Amalia Lottes 

Drama Queen 

Watercolor 

 

Carol Jessen Memorial Award, $50 

Maureen Brodsky 

Eve’s Meditation 

Watercolor 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Honorable Mention #2 

Linda Thompson 

Tambomachay Farm 

Watercolor 

 

Honorable Mention #3 

Mirka Fetté 

The Soloist 

Watercolor 

 

Honorable Mention #4 

Angela Russell 

Shell in Indigo 

Watercolor 

 

Honorable Mention #5 

Linda Wilmes 

Never To Forget 

Watercolor 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Exhibitors 

 
David P Anderson 

Lobster Blues 

Mixed Medium 

$150 

 

Julie Bantle 

The Watch 

Watercolor 

NFS 

 

Marilynne Bradley 

Spring Retreat 

Watercolor 

$2,200 

 

Spanish Steps 

Watercolor 

$2,200 

 

James Brauer 

Summer School Outdoors 

Watercolor 

$300 

 

Maureen Brodsky 

Eve's Meditation 

Watercolor 

$235 

 

Happy Lanterns 

Watercolor 

$379 

 

Claudia Broom 

Magical Moment 

Watercolor 

NFS 

 

Spring Beauty 

Claudia 

NFS 

 

Diane Carder 

Mother's Love 

Watercolor 

$500 

 

 

Carolyn Cleveland 

Sweet Girl 

Carolyn 

$100 

Summer Stretch 

Watercolor 

$100 

 

Gail Crosson 

Foggy Morning 

Watercolor 

NFS 

 

Winter's Spring 

Watercolor 

$175 

 

Michelle Davis 

Northern Cardinal 

Watercolor 

$150 

 

 

 

Honorable Mention #6 

Maggie Zografakis 

A Bridge to Happiness 

Acrylic 



Michelle Davis 

American Goldfinch 

Watercolor 

$225 

 

Mary Drastal 

Contemplation 

Watercolor 

$600 

 

Pretty Boy 

Watercolor 

$550 

 

Susan Eveker 

Moo 

Watercolor 

$200 

 

Mirka M Fetté 

Let Your Muse Take Flight 

Watercolor 

$500 

 

The Soloist 

Watercolor 

$500 

 

Christina Flesor 

Jingle Bell 

Watercolor 

NFS 

 

Papa and His Puppy 

Watercolor 

NFS 

 

Ken Francis 

Mind On Fishin 

Watercolor 

NFS 

 

Young-Sook Friton 

Weathered Chinese Lantern 

Watercolor 

NFS 

 

Lon Gilbert 

Beets 

Watercolor 

$375 

Carla Baron Giller 

Women of Halong Bay 

Watercolor 

NFS 

 

Allan W Gillespie 

To the Beach 

Watercolor 

NFS 

 

New York City Street Scene 

Watercolor 

$800 

 

Julie Glossenger 

Nocturne 

Watercolor 

$300 

 

Crystal Goldkamp 

End of Day 

Watercolor 

NFS 

Kitty Harrison 

Psychedelic Silence 

Watercolor 

NFS 

 

Kitty Harrison 

Clearly Apple-ing 

Watercolor 

$395 

Linda Helm 

Horse in Berlin 

Watercolor 

NFS 

 

Janine Helton 

Chosen 

Watercolor 

$1,400 

 

Days Like This 

Watercolor 

$1,200 

 

Donna Huneke 

Springtime in Central Park 

Watercolor 

$350 

 

LaWanda Karaca 

Left to Die 

Watercolor 

NFS 

 

Nimo 

Watercolor 

NFS 

 

Kathy Kelly 

Lady in Blue 

Watercolor 

$250 

 

Rebecca Krutsinger 

Before the Doorbell 

Watercolor 

$500 

 

Inward Journey 

Mixed Medium 

$800 

 

Amalia Lottes 

Scallions 

Watercolor 

$600 

 

Drama Queen 

Watercolor 

$300 

 

Penny Lulich 

Testing the Water 

Watercolor 

$395 

 

Yo Yo Ma 

Watercolor 

NFS 

 

Margaret M "Maggie" 

McCarthy 

Snow Blanket 

Watercolor 

NFS 

 

Annette McGarrahan 

Adventure Awaits 

Watercolor 

NFS 



Jean McMullen 

My Neighbor's Garden 

Mixed Medium 

NFS 

 

Tropical Paradise 

Mixed Medium 

NFS 

 

Deanna Miller 

Fore 

Watercolor 

NFS 

 

Steve Morris 

Nest in Old Red Barn 

Watercolor 

NFS 

 

Shirley Nachtrieb 

Beneath the Crocus 

Watercolor 

$300 

 

Celebration Ribbons 

Watercolor 

$300 

 

Françoise Olivier 

In the Early Morning Rain 

Watercolor 

$350 

 

Karen Papin 

Here Lies the Magic 

Watercolor 

NFS 

 

Peacock on Gold 

Mixed Medium 

NFS 

Paula Potter 

Naughty or Nice . . . ? 

Watercolor 

$275 

 

Mary Riney 

Christmas Morning Mass 

Watercolor 

NFS 

 

Winter Creek 

Mixed Medium 

$250 

 

Karen Romani 

My Final Bow 

Watercolor 

NFS 

 

Pickle 

Watercolor 

NFS 

 

Angela Russell 

Shell in Indigo 

Watercolor 

NFS 

 

Nora Schomogy 

Cherry Tomatoes 

Acrylic 

$225 

 

Barbara Martin Smith 

Hummingbird Chicks 

Watercolor 

NFS 

 

Marty Spears 

At Ease 

Watercolor 

Patty Strubinger 

Burst of Pink Two 

Watercolor 

$300 

 

Green Apples in Mother's 

Planter 

Watercolor 

$200 

 

Jeanne Thomas 

Babyface 

Watercolor 

$200 

 

Linda Thompson 

Tambomachay Farm 

Watercolor 

$295 

 

Pat Turpin 

I Have Eyes on You 

Watercolor 

$300 

 

Linda Wilmes 

Never To Forget 

Watercolor 

$750 

 

Maggie Zografakis 

Happy Circles 

Acrylic 

$400 

 

A Bridge to Happiness 

Acrylic 

$400 

 

 

 

             NFS 

Susan Pisoni 

Gaylord’s Girls 

Watercolor 

$450 

 

Candy 

Watercolor 

NFS 

 



Our New Signature Members 
 

Diane Carder 

Carolyn Cleveland 

Mary Drastal 

Lon Gilbert 

Deanna Miller 

Karen Romani   
 

 

 

Our Compliments and Many Thanks 
 

The STLWS Board of Directors would like to extend a heartfelt “Thank You” to our volunteers who have 

worked so hard to make this second virtual exhibit a huge success.  During this global pandemic they 

were able to adopt new procedures so that the tradition of exhibiting our artwork could continue.   

This year 76 artists entered 137 paintings; 76 paintings were selected by our juror, Sandra Strohschein, 

representing 52 artists. We thank our juror, Sandra Strohschein, for her extensive knowledge and 

masterful art training. Selecting submitted paintings to jury into an exhibit is a difficult task, and the task 

of choosing just a few of the entries to receive awards is a daunting one amongst so many talented artists. 

And we thank all the artists who entered the show and congratulate everyone juried into the show and 

who gained Signature membership status.  

I cannot say enough about the tireless effort by our Communications Chair, Jane Hogg. This exhibit simply 

would not have happened without her.  The beautiful catalog was produced by our talented Publicity Chair, 

Florine Porter, who stepped in to create this graphic design effort.  Our tech-savvy Membership Chair, Gina 

Perkins, also stepped in to create the wonderful video of our exhibit.  Our President, Mirka Fetté, helped 

by putting the finishing touches on the awards.  All four of these board members volunteered to take on 

additional responsibilities in addition to the ones they already had in order to make this exhibit 

happen.  Finally, Deb Dey, generously assisted in making phone calls and emailing artists.  I can’t thank 

all of these volunteers enough. 

Thank you also to Rebecca Krutsinger who was the 1st Place Award Winner from our last Annual Juried 

Exhibit.  This year’s catalog cover design was taken in part from one of Rebecca’s beautiful paintings. 

And finally, I would like to thank Ted Daniels of The Hot Copy in Maryland Heights, who has skillfully 

taken on the job of printing the catalog and all the many items throughout the years for the STLWS.  His 

attention to detail and ‘go the extra mile’ service cannot be beat. 

Enjoy viewing this year’s Annual Juried Exhibit! 

Carla Baron Giller  

Exhibits Chair 

If you are interested in purchasing a work of art, please take note of the painting's information and 

Contact Us. Our Exhibit Chair will get back to you shortly with purchase details. 

To view the 2021 Annual Juried Exhibition catalog, click here. 

For your enjoyment, here is a link to our video of the show, click here:   
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